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Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of all people of race,
color, national origin, or income with respect to
the development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations,
and policies. EPA has this goal for all
communities and persons across the Nation. It
will be achieved when everyone enjoys the same
degree of protection from environmental and
health hazards and equal access to the decision-
making process to have a healthy environment
in which to live, learn, and work.

-Environmental Protection Agency
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Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states
that “no person in the United States shall, on the
ground of race, color, or national origin be
excluded from participation in, be denied the
benetits of, or subjected to discrimination under
any program or activity receiving Federal
financial assistance.”
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“Observations: It was observed that the MPO is in the process of
developing a methodology to determine the impacts to low and moderate
income (LMI) populations. The MPO knows the locations of LMI populations
and the transportation projects, but they have not determined if transportation
projects help or hurt the LMI population.”
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The MPQO’s Methodology



Environmental Justice Areas

* Whatis an EJ area?

— Traditionally
underserved
populations

— ie, Low-income and
minority households
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Degrees of Disadvantage

* American Community Survey 2010 (5-year
estimates)
— Selected Social Characteristics
— Poverty Level by Tract
— Vehicles by Tenure
— Census Tract Age by Sex

* Calculating a regional threshold

— Average of the percent in each tract

— EJ Sensitive Tract > Regional Threshold 0 26 23%
* Limitations 1 23 20%
— Tract level 2-3 28 25%
— Large tracts in the periphery 4-5 33 29%
— Characteristics of project funding 6 3 3%
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Linguistically Isolated Above Regional Threshold
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Non-White Population Above Regional Threshold
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Persons in Poverty Above Regional Threshold
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Carless Households Above Regional Threshold
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Single Heads of Household with Children Above Regional Threshold
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Persons Over 65 Above Regional Threshold
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Combining the Degrees




Environmental Justice Areas
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Environmental Justice Areas
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@ The MPO’s Methodology

Moving Forward
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2035 MTP Projects

e 71 out of 349
2035 MTP
projects
located in EJ
areas

Estimated Cost of 2035 MTP Projects

2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Projects
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Partnering for a Greener Greater Des Moines
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NODES AND CORRIDORS




The Tomorrow Plan Public Outreach Locations
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POLK COUNTY

HOUSING
TRUST FUND

MPO Partner’s Committee

* Connecting with the community

* Provide input and ideas on the elements that make
our region function
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QUESTIONS?
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